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August 8, 2011 (Monday) PM 6:30 – 8:00, EDT
Notes – Monday, August 8th, 2011; 
1. Dave Halasz (representing Aclara) is the chair of the TGah and was running this session.  Chair called meeting to order: 6:34pm, EDT.
2. The proposed agenda of the teleconference, which was circulated through the TGah email reflector, was reviewed.  The agenda contained:
2.1. Call for secretary
2.2. IPR and other relevant IEEE policies

2.3. Specification Framework discussion

The proposed agenda was approved by unanimous consent.
3. Administrative items
3.1. Chair Halasz reviewed the administrative items and presented the links for accessing the related documents.
3.2. Chair Halasz reviewed the patent policy and meeting guideline. Chair asked: “Are there any questions?” None heard.
3.3. Chair Halasz asked: “Are there any patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) and/or the holder of patent claim(s)/patent application claim(s) that the participant believes may be essential for the use of that standard?” None heard.
3.4. Chair Halasz reviewed other guide lines of the IEEE WG meetings. 
3.5. Chair Halasz gave an update of the process of the TGah group.
3.5.1.  Use case document approved in March 2011.
3.5.2. Channel Models and Requirements documents approved in July 2011.
3.5.3. Targeting some submissions for the Specification framework in Sept meeting.
4. Specification Framework discussion led by Minyoung Park (Intel)
4.1. The Specification Framework ad-hoc chair Minyoung Park (Intel) plans to discuss the overview of the specification framework and try to build the document for the specification framework.
4.2. Minyoung (Intel) will provide the skeleton for the specification framework.
4.3. Minho (ETRI) asked about the schedule plan for approval of the specification framework document. Chair Halasz showed the timeline slides (document 11/11-285r1) and mentioned that the goal would be to have some initial specification framework contributions in Sept 2011 and that would shift the timeline by 4 months.
4.4. Klaus (Nokia) mentioned that there were still gaps in the evaluation methodology document to be filled before speaking about the specification framework. Minho (ETRI) replied that some features are in the functional requirement and evaluation methodology (FREM) document and some features are not. In his personal opinion, the key sections such as requirement sections are almost finished, so we can start discussions on Specification framework document. So from now on, the discussions for the Evaluation methodology and specification framework document will go in parallel. 

4.5. Minyoung (Intel) and Chair Halasz agrees that we cannot wait for evaluation methodology document to be completed to start the specification framework document. He thinks that some basic ideas can be shared with others to see the sentimental of the group can be presented.
4.6. Minho (ETRI) shared his experience on the specification framework discussions in 11ac Task Group. 

4.7. Minho (ETRI) asked if Minyoung (Intel) has a plan to submit a skeleton of the Specification Framework in Sept 2011. Minyoung (Intel) mentioned that the level of the skeleton could be of different levels. So maybe the skeleton would be just like section headings, e.g. PHY section, subsections of those, etc. He added that based on the discussions, we can also define some of the subsections in the specification framework document.

4.8. Chair Halasz asked if Minho (ETRI) idea of unified design means some people prefer unified design regardless of indoor or outdoor.
4.9. George Calcev (Huawei) asked about backward compatibility with WIFI devices. The general sense is backward compatibility at MAC, but it is not necessary to do so for PHY as currently there is no .11 operation in the sub 1Ghz band. George (Huawei) later mentioned that people may down convert the .11 radio to work on sub 1Ghz band. But a participant stated that 11ah do not need to be compatible with those proprietary operations. Chair Halasz also mentioned that the general sense is that no, we do not have to be backward compatibility with those. But if we can achieve, it would be good.
4.10. Another question related to unified design, if devices are moving around by pedestrians, then devices will be moving from indoor to outdoor (same device can travel different environment), so unified design would be important to discuss. Chair Halasz mentioned that the movement for indoor and outdoor would generally be different. Minyoung (Intel) mentioned that pedestrian speeds in both indoor and outdoor shouldn’t matter.
4.11. Chair Halasz asked if for the next conference call whether we should allocate some time for the FREM document discussion. Minho (ETRI) thinks that we could if there are some submissions for FREM, such as indoor channels or multi-storey channels etc… so it would depends on the submissions. 

4.12. Chair Halasz mentioned that if any participants have any issue to share with the specification framework, do let him and Minyoung (Intel) know so that the participants can be allocated some time in the next teleconference.
4.13. A question was asked if Minyoung (Intel) would prepare the skeleton by the next teleconference. Minyoung (Intel) mentioned that he can prepare the skeleton but people in the group should start discussions before preparing the skeleton. Chair Halasz agrees and mentioned that he notes that Klaus (Nokia) would put up a submission and Minyoung (Intel) would put up a skeleton for the specification framework for the next teleconference.
5. Next meetings
5.1. August 22th, 6:30 PM ~ 8:00PM, ET
6. Chair Halasz asked if there’s any objection to adjourn, hearing none, the meeting was adjourned at 7.18PM, EDT.
7. References
11-11-0285-01-00ah-timeline-projection.pptx
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