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Project Authorization Request (PAR) Process         

      Extension Request for P802.11s, Approved on 

2007-08-22(230283956.309)

      Submitter Email: stuart@ok-brit.com

      PAR Expiration Date: 2008-12-31

      Number of Previous Extensions Requested: 0  Last Extension Approval Date: 

      0000-00-00

      Number of Years being requested: 2 

      Sponsor: IEEE Computer Society/Local and Metropolitan Area Networks(C/LM)

      Chair: Paul Nikolich

      18 Bishops Lane 

      Lynnfield, MA 01940

      US

      Email: p.nikolich@ieee.org 

      Working Group: Wireless LAN Working Group(C/LM/WG802.11)

      Chair: Stuart J Kerry

      1020 White Cloud Drive 

      Morgan Hill, CA 95037-6073

      US

      Email: stuart@ok-brit.com 

      Title: Standard for Information Technology - Telecommunications and 

      information exchange between systems - Local and metropolitan area 

      networks - Specific requirements - Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access 

      Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) specifications Amendment: Mesh 

      Networking

      Scope: This amendment describes an IEEE 802.11 Mesh network with an IEEE 

      802.11 Wireless Distribution System (WDS) using the IEEE 802.11 MAC/PHY 

      layers that supports both broadcast/multicast and unicast delivery over 

      self-configuring multi-hop topologies. 

      Purpose: The IEEE 802.11 standard provides a four-address frame format for 

      exchanging data packets between stations for the purpose of creating a 

      Wireless Distribution System (WDS), but does not define how to configure 

      or use a WDS. The purpose of this amendment is to provide a protocol for 

      auto-configuring paths between stations over self-configuring multi-hop 

      topologies in a WDS to support both broadcast/multicast and unicast 

      traffic in a Mesh using the four-address frame format or an extension. 

      Do the title, scope and purpose match that of the current draft? Yes

      Why is an extension required? Mesh is a complex enhancement to 802.11. 

      802.11s has made enormous progress and its Draft has been subject to a 

      Working Group Letter Ballot. Although this LB failed, all comments 

      submitted have been resolved resulting in major improvements in the Draft 

      and a new Letter Ballot has been approved. We estimate that completing 

      Letter Ballot, Sponsor Ballot, and higher level approvals will take until 

      late 2009 or possibly early 2010.

      Document Development Information: 

        a. What date did you begin writing the first draft? 2006-01-31

        b. How many people are actively working on the project? 60

        c. How many times a year does the working group meet:

          1. In person? 6

          2. Via teleconference? 12

        d. How many times a year is a draft circulated to the working group via 

      electronic means? 6

        e. What percentage of the Draft is stable? 85%

        f. How many significant work revisions has the Draft been through? 14

      Project Plan:

        When will IEEE sponsor balloting begin? 2009-01-31

        When do you estimate that the final IEEE Sponsor ballot will be 

      completed? 2009-09-30

        When do you expect to submit the proposed standard to RevCom? 2009-12-15

      Adoption:

        Will this document be adopted by another source? No

        Explanation: 

Contact the NesCom Administrator 

Notice: This document has been prepared to assist IEEE 802.11. It is offered as a basis for discussion and is not binding on the contributing individual(s) or organization(s).  The material in this document is subject to change in form and content after further study. The contributor(s) reserve(s) the right to add, amend or withdraw material contained herein.
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