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Minutes

The Chair convened the call at 17:05 EDT

The Chair inquired if everyone was familiar with the IEEE 802 IPR policy, and if there were any patents or applications about which the 802.11 WG Chair should be informed.  No-one indicated unfamiliarity and there were no patents.

The Chair reviewed the proposed Agenda

1. Attendance

2. IPR policy pointer:

http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.ppt
3. Agenda for call

4. Report on current status of comment spread sheet 11-07/23r19 or more recent version if available.

5. Discussion of open comment resolutions in the General area with particular emphasis on major issues. (Noted issues are listed on the Issue Identifiers tab of the comment spreadsheet. Relevant comments to this discussion could be found by, for example, filtering column Q to "Open" and column N to "General". Sorting on column O brings like issue identifiers together.)

6. Any presentations related to comment resolution.

7. Adjourn

The Agenda was approved without objection.
“Resolution of comments received during IEEE 802.11 Letter Ballot 93”, W. Steve Conner, 11-07/23r19.
Steve discussed the current state of the comment spread sheet.
“Summary of Unresolved General Comments for 2/14 TGs Telecon”, W. Steve Conner, 11-07/250r1.
Steve then proceeded to lead a discussion of major issues identified in unresolved General area comments on 802.11s D1.0. After discussion of the earlier statistical slides, major issue clusters were discussed as follows:
G9: MAC Frame Format, Body Size issues

There was an observation that frames received at MAPs from STAs that use the maximum body length will need to be fragmented before forwarding on the mesh, due to mesh header reducing the payload size. 
Joseph Kim took an action item to check this issue of whether the Mesh Header is considered part of the body or not with chip experts.
G11: New extended frame type vs. reusing existing frame type vs. SNAP header
Those on the call unanimously agreed that indicating Mesh frames with a SNAP/LLC header is beyond scope of TGs and comments suggesting that should be rejected.
Donald Eastlake agreed to ping those commenters who suggested that an “alternative” mechanism be used to indicate Mesh frames to see if they have any such mechanism to suggest.

G13, G22: Mesh Management Frame, Mesh Action Data Unit, Action Encapsulation Frame

There was unanimous agreement among those on the call that the capability of multi-hop management messages should be retained. Comments suggesting eliminating this capability should be rejected as should comments suggesting the use of existing 802.11 management messages because they are restricted to addressing formats which do not permit multi-hop use.

It was not clear how the 802.11r RRB (Resource Reservation Broker) applies to this mesh issue.

However, there seemed to be a general feeling that the two different mechanisms in the current draft (new multi-hop management messages and a multi-hop encapsulation of existing management messages). Encapsulation seems to be simpler but has more overhead. Guenael Strutt volunteered to prepare a presentation of the pros and cons of these two techniques.
G16: Incomplete Frame Definitions

There do appear to be some missing frame definitions: those mentioned on this slide, the Portal Announcement and other HWMP messages. This issue overlaps with issue RFI10. Steve Conner will follow up with Michael to merge comments.
Everyone should look for any further examples of this problem.
G14: Peer Capacity Value in Mesh Capability IE

Need submission to more precisely define the “Peer capacity” field. Guenael Strutt volunteered to produce a submission resolving these comments.
G21, G23, G28: Need to reduce beacon bloat

Guido volunteered to bring a contribution with a resolution to these comments. It will include a suggestion to send separate beacons for AP and MP.
G10: Need to clean up terms and definitions

There was a discussion of “retransmission” versus “rebroadcasting” versus “forwarding”. While the term “relaying” was agreed to be appropriate, there was unanimous agreement of those on the call that “forwarding’ was the best term and occurrences of these other terms should be replaced by “forwarding”.
There was also general consensus to drop the terms superordinate and subordinate from the draft.
There was agreement that, for comments on the TGs list related to comment issues, the issue code should appear as the pre-fixed of the subject line.
There were no other topics for the call.
The Chair adjourned the call at 18:31 EDT.
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Abstract


Minutes and participants list for a teleconference of the IEEE 802.11 TGs held on February 14th 2007, hosted by TGs Chairman Donald Eastlake 3rd of Motorola Laboratories.
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