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Abstract

This document contains the meeting minutes from the TGT Task Group Teleconference on May 12, 2005.


Recorded attendees (more may have attended – please send updates to TG Chair):

Wright, Charles

Kobayashi, Mark

Victor, Dalton

Foegelle, Michael

Goel, Sachin

Alexander, Tom

Emmelmann, Marc
Ward, Lisa

Wiley, Stan

Pirzada, Fahd

Proceedings:

Charles started the teleconference at 9.05 AM PST. He noted that the document for discussion was 11-05/0378r0, and requested people to download the presentation.

Tom A. was appointed secretary for the teleconference. Lisa Ward volunteered to be secretary for the Cairns meeting.

The agenda was approved by acclamation. The minutes from the last meeting were also approved without dissent.

Charles then started on the presentation of 11-05/378r0. He noted that D0.1 of the draft had been created and was available, but it was a very simple document. We had also developed a guidelines, structure and test template document as part of our output so far. In addition, there was a discussion on framework and also on various metrics, plus lots of discussion on test environments. Tom commented that we'd had far too much discussion on definitions.

Charles then went to slide #5, showing two overlapping BSSs in a WLAN with various devices in them.

Stan asked if we considered coexistence as one of the issues. For example, what about competing MACs? Charles noted that such work was being handled by the coexistence WG and it would overlap. Stan suggested noting the coexistence issue on the slide.

Tom asked if end-to-end performance was a factor to be noted on the slide. Some discussion ensued. The topic of application performance was brought up. Fahd said the concept of loading was on slide #5, but QoS should also be included. Charles noted this. He also said that most of the L2 metrics on slide #6 were also QoS metrics. Charles promised to update the presentation before the Cairns meeting.

The topic of antenna performance was also brought up. Michael noted that this would be better termed "over the air" performance, as more pertinent to the contributions.

Slide #7 was then covered. It was noted that there were various names for these different environments. Michael said that there was a basic question of how complicated these conducted/cabled environments were going to be. There was some discussion on test methodologies coupled to test environments; Michael noted that we should take this on a case-by-case basis.

The application performance issues were covered in slide #8. Charles noted that the E model concerned itself with link-layer issues only, and did not require subjective human evaluation. Tom pointed out that the E model metric was derived from lower-layer metrics such as loss and jitter. There was some discussion on the models and the derivation. Charles noted that the E-model was the only one that made an objective measure, and if there was something else that needed to be measured then someone would have to propose a new model that was also objective.

The topic of video applications was also brought up. Charles said that he had done a brief survey for video quality metrics, but could not find anything on the subject. Fahd noted that they (Dell) were doing some work in this area that he hoped to present in San Francisco, and mentioned work in VQM ("Video Quality Measurement") as a possibility.

Data applications were covered next. Charles observed that the only significant metric here seemed to be throughput; latency was not really a substantial contributor. He said that there should be some theoretical work done to see if there were any other metrics. Tom mentioned “goodput”; this was discussed.

Charles said that aspects specific to wireless LANs included roaming, and asked if people had other application metrics that they could think of. Marc then said that they were working on mission-critical applications for trains, and asked if this would fit in any of the other areas. Tom mentioned "outage probability". Marc volunteered to check with their contractor and if they were willing to reveal some of the technical detail he could make a presentation on the requirements for the high-velocity train environment in San Francisco.

Tom asked if security could be an application layer metric. There was some discussion on whether security was a compliance rather than performance issue. Tom noted that the time taken for the various transactions would be a parameter of interest that was not specified in the standard. There was also the issue of how fast an AP could associate. Tom stated that there were also questions of how secure a connection was - for instance if the client used a poor random number generator. There was some discussion.

Charles then went on to a call for action. He said that we needed volunteers to describe a metric, the procedure and setup required to measure the metric, and then describe the process of measuring and reporting it.

Sachin asked what the timeframe was for these proposals. Charles replied that the timeframe was from now until when we have a draft, and our timeframe currently was for a draft to be available for letter ballot by November (correction: 802.11 web site states January 2006 – chair’s error). Sachin said that he might be attending the July session and was thinking of making proposals in that area. Marc noted that he was particularly interested in the transition time and roaming behavior, and could contribute as well. Charles and Marc discussed cooperating on such a contribution.

There was no other discussion, so Charles closed the teleconference.

The teleconference ended at 10.00 AM PST.
Action Items:

None
Next Conference Call:

TBD after the May meeting. 
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