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IEEE Begins Work on Protected Management Frames for Wireless LANs

IEEE APPROVES FORMATION OF WIRELESS 

LOCAL AREA NETWORK STANDARDS TASK GROUP

Project Addresses Management Frame Protection

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA, __ March 2005 – The IEEE has approved the formation of a new task group, concerning IEEE 802.11™ wireless local area network (WLAN) standards.  The project involves a wireless LAN standard amendment for WLAN devices to support protection of management frames.  This amendment, TGw, provides enhancements to the IEEE 802.11 Medium Access Control layer to provide mechanisms that enable data integrity, data origin authenticity, replay protection, and data confidentiality for selected IEEE 802.11 management frames.

This project is sponsored by the IEEE Computer Society. IEEE 802.11 standards form a family of specifications that define how WLAN equipment should be produced so equipment from different manufacturers can work together.  IEEE 802.11w is under development by the IEEE 802.11 Working Group, which is sponsored by the IEEE 802® LAN/MAN Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society.  For further information, visit: http://www.ieee802.org.

About the IEEE Standards Association
The IEEE Standards Association, a globally recognized standards-setting body, develops consensus standards through an open process that brings diverse parts of an industry together.  These standards set specifications and procedures based on current scientific consensus.  The IEEE-SA has a portfolio of more than 870 completed standards and more than 400 standards in development.  Over 15,000 IEEE members worldwide belong to IEEE-SA and voluntarily participate in standards activities.  For further information on IEEE-SA see: http://www.standards.ieee.org/.  
About the IEEE
The IEEE has more than 300,000 members in approximately 175 countries. Through its members, the organization is a leading authority on areas ranging from aerospace, computers and telecommunications to biomedicine, electric power and consumer electronics. The IEEE produces nearly 30 percent of the world's literature in the electrical and electronics engineering, computing and control technology fields.  This nonprofit organization also sponsors or cosponsors more than 300 technical conferences each year.  Additional information about the IEEE can be found at http://www.ieee.org.
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