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Introduction

At times there is some confusion surrounding the term Access Point and the relation of that term to the Access Point functions and common implementations of Access Point devices or units.  The core 802.11 conceptual definitions (refer to Clause 5) are abstract terms that also sometimes cause some confusion, but do so while maintaining the stated goal of flexibility and hence allowing the adaptation and extension of the standard in a wide variety of ways.  This informative Annex seeks to clarify the AP descriptions.

Body

To begin with ...

An enhanced description of these access entities begins with clarification of several terms.

The 802.11 standard defines an entity called a STA.  STAs can operate in different modes.  The possible operational modes of a STA are:

· Infrastructure mode mobile STAs – referred to in this Annex by the term Mobile Unit (MU)

· Ad hoc mode mobile STAs 

· Access control mode STAs – referred to in this Annex by the term ACM STA

The mobile STAs are the STA entities that are ordinarily implemented within devices that are moving around, but may also be in a fixed location.  The mobile adjective prefix often helps in visualizing the type of STA under discussion.

Infrastructure mobile STAs (MUs) operate in infrastructure BSS mode, i.e. they are the users of an AP.

Ad hoc mobile STAs operate in independent BSS (IBSS) mode (aka ad hoc mode).  Ad hoc mobile STAs form autonomous networks that do not require an AP.

A STA can also form an integral part of an AP – to do so the STA must operate in access control mode.  This type of STA is called an access control mode STA, or ACM STA. (see also mActingAsAp in the 802.11-1999 formal description)
The primary function of an AP is to provide the MUs with access to the DS, as shown in Figure 1.  (Note that connection lines in a use case diagram that do not have arrows at the ends represent bi-directional links between the entities.)
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Figure 1 
Very high level use case diagram for the AP

The DS enables MU-to-MU communications and the construction of collections of APs.  To enable MU-to-non-802.11-LAN communications requires the presence of a [logical] portal from the DS to the LAN.

Often the functions of an Access Point (AP), which includes an ACM STA, plus a distribution system (DS) and a portal are combined into a single device, referred to in this Annex as an Access Unit (AU).  While reference to that basic implementation is commonplace, it is helpful to refer to a more general case: a WLAN System.  A WLAN System includes the distribution system medium (DSM), ACM STA, access point (AP), and portal entities.  It is also the logical location of distribution and integration service functions of an extended service set (ESS).  A WLAN System contains one or more APs and zero or more portals in addition to the distribution system (DS).  [ref: this is defined in clause 3.28 as an “infrastructure’, verbatim, except for the addition of the ACM STA]

The primary function of a WLAN System is to provide the MUs with access to the LAN, as shown in Figure 2.  A secondary function is to provide the MUs with access to each other.
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Figure 2  Very high level use case diagram for the WLAN System

The primary functions of the WLAN System are:

· Provide LAN access

· includes MU validation

· includes moving data (between the MUs and the LAN)

· with a special data movement function called filtering data

· Configure the system

Those high level use cases of the WLAN System are shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3
High level use case diagram for the WLAN System

The primary functions of the WLAN System are provided by the ACM STA, AP and DS entities (the later via the distribution system services (DSSs)).  The portal is merely a conceptual link from the DS to the LAN.  See Figure 4.
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Figure 4
High level entity diagram for the WLAN System

Figure 4 also shows the relationships between the WLAN system entities.  There exists a bi-directional association between zero or more [0..*] MUs and a single [given] ACM_STA.  The solid diamond terminated line indicates that there is a composition relationship between the ACM_STA and the AP, i.e. the AP is composed of [or always has an] ACM_STA.  Hence there is a one-to-one mapping between APs and ACM_STAs.  (This composition and one-to-one relationship can also be drawn as shown in Figure 5.  The two forms are equivalent.)  There are one or more [1..*] APs connected to a single DS.  The DS in turn connects to zero or more [0..*] portals.  Each portal connects to a single LAN.
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Figure 5
AP Composition Diagram (alternate syntax)

Primary ACM STA Functions

The primary functions of an ACM STA are:

· Instantiate the infrastructure BSS

· Move data (between the MUs and the AP)

Instantiating the infrastructure BSS consists of advertising the BSS and defining timing for the entire BSS (i.e infrastructure mode TSF).  Advertising the BSS includes creating an infrastructure mode beacon, transmitting that beacon and replying to MU probe requests with corresponding probe response transmissions.  Beacons and probe responses provide a way for the MUs to find, join and (subsequently) associate with the ACM STA.  This includes providing channel, regulatory and country information to the MUs.

Moving data (between the MUs and the AP) consists of translating between MSDUs and MPDUs (e.g. fragmentation), buffering data, and transmitting/ receiving MPDUs via an 802.11 PHY.

Primary AP Functions

The primary functions of an AP are:

· Provide DS access for the MUs

· includes MU validation

· extends (in some cases) to notifying the DS

· includes moving data (between the MUs and the DS)

· with a special data movement function called filtering data

· Configure the AP (both the AP itself and the ACM STA)

Those high level use cases of the AP are shown in Figure 6.
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Figure 6
High level use case diagram for the AP

The AP provides DS access for the MUs, including validating the MUs (e.g. via STA and/ or client authentication) and providing access and admission control (e.g. via the association process).  An AP is literally a point of access to the DS (and by extension, the LAN beyond).  Upon validating an MU, the AP updates the DS mapping of MU-to-AP.  DS mapping updates can (for example) be based on association and re-association requests (received from the ACM STA), aging of inactive links based on session timers and so on.  The AP also receives access control updates from other APs in the form of IAPP-ADD and IAPP-MOVE indications.  In this way, MU validation and subsequent changes in MU access control lead to adjustments in how data is allowed to move through the AP (i.e. between the MUs and the DS).

Providing DS access for the MUs also includes moving data between the MUs and the DS, which is accomplished by moving MSDUs between the ACM STA and the DS (bi-directionally).

The moving data function includes filtering data.  The filtering data function controls which MSDUs (if any) are moved between the DS and the MUs.  For example, filtering of data to/ from a particular MU is adjusted based on the various stages of validation of that MU.

The AP also provides a function for configuration.  Configuring the AP includes configuring the AP itself as well as the included ACM STA.  For example, configuration may include setting the SSID, PHY channel, beacon interval and so on.

Primary DS Functions

The primary functions of the DS (these are the DSSs) are:

· Map MU-to-AP (for DS-to-MU traffic delivery)
· Move Data

The DS map determines which AP is to be used for a given MU’s data delivery.  This function includes mapping update adjustments based on notification from the APs of changes in MU access control.
Moving data consists of moving encapsulated MSDUs amongst the APs (this includes returning MSDUs to the source AP for MU-to-MU communications), and between the APs and the portal(s).

Primary Portal Function

The primary function of a portal is:

· Move Data

· with a special data movement function called Data Transformation

Moving data consists of moving MSDUs between the DS and the external LAN.  Moving data through the portal transforms the MSDUs using the integration function.  The integration function translates external LAN MSDUs to/from 802.11 MSDUs using the procedures defined in 802.1H along with a selective translation table (STT) that handles a few specific network protocols.

Summary

Having now described the functions of a WLAN System, we can return to the example of an Access Unit implementation.  Quite simply, an Access Unit is an instantiation of a WLAN System as described above.

Since transiting from a DS through a portal onto an integrated LAN, and then subsequently via another portal onto its DS is transparent, it is possible to define a DS in terms of not only the portals that are directly connected to a particular DS, but in terms of all the integrated MAC endpoints.  Therefore, a collection of AUs connected to an integrated LAN can define a DS that consists of the union of all the DS’s inside the AUs.  The union of such a set of AUs would itself constitute a WLAN System.

Next steps:

x1. add diagrams

x1.5 add a verbose description of the entity diagram, so that readers can understand the notation.  Could also show an additional diagrammatic view (ACM_STA *inside* an AP, noting that the notation is equivalent)

x2. fill in a few more details for the AP functions, based on the corresponding entries in 11-04-1225-07.xls

(refer to both the AP Functions Summary tab and the AP Analysis tab)

x3. add the integration function description text – included an introduction here (in the portal section); the details of the integration function are captured in a separate submission

z4. reconcile and align the DS functions with Mike’s DS interface spec doc 5/115r0 ??

No, because doc 5/115r0 doesn’t describe the actual DS interface
5. fold Mike’s DS interface spec (primitives) from doc 5/115r0 into doc 11-04-1225.xls  ?

6. optional: annotate the ACM STA functions enumeration list with pointers to the corresponding clauses in the core 802.11standard (fine level details are not needed since the standard already covers that)
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