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Abstract

This document defines terminology for 802.11 TGs.

Terminology and Definitions
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Introduction

This document includes a collection of terms and definitions related to IEEE 802.11s ESS Mesh.  The purpose of this document is to promote consistent use of new terminology to describe ESS Mesh technology.  The definitions in this document will eventually be integrated into the TGs amendment draft.
Terminology and Definitions

This section defines some of the terms used to describe 802.11s technology.

802.11 ESS Mesh – system to interconnect a set of 802.11 Mesh Access Points (APs) with peer-to-peer 802.11 wireless links supporting automatic topology learning and dynamic Layer2 path selection (possibly across multiple radio hops) for data delivery.  

An ESS Mesh can be used as a building block in the construction of a Distribution System (DS) and Extended Service Set (ESS).

Mesh AP – Access Point that includes ESS Mesh functionality.
Legacy AP – Access Point that does not include ESS Mesh functionality.

Mesh Link – direct peer-to-peer 802.11 wireless link between Mesh APs.
Mesh Path – selected communication path including one or more mesh links for data forwarding between Mesh APs.

Layer2 Mesh Routing – process by which Mesh APs select one or more Mesh Path for data delivery across the set of mesh links in an ESS Mesh.

Routing Metric – one or more criteria used for selecting a Mesh Path, based on, for example, link statistics such as data rate or airtime and node statistics such as congestion.

Mesh Unicast – Layer2 data forwarding to a particular destination node in the ESS Mesh.

Mesh Broadcast – Layer2 data forwarding to all nodes in the ESS Mesh.

Mesh Multicast – Layer2 data forwarding to a subset of nodes in the ESS Mesh.
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