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Abstract

The IETF CAPWAP working group has requested input and comment on the “Architecture Taxonomy for Control and Provisioning of Wireless Access Points (CAPWAP)” draft-ietf-capwap-arch-02 document. This document contains the proposed IEEE 802.11 response to the IETF WG request, developed on behalf of the IEEE 802.11 Working Group, by the IEEE 802.11 CAPWAP Ad-Hoc Committee (AHC).

The CAPWAP Ad-Hoc Committee is composed of the following members:

Members:

Merwyn Andrade
Bob Beach
Dr. Harry Bims
Nancy Cam-Winget
Clint Chaplin
Greg Chesson
Darwin Engwer
Fred Haisch
Haixiang He
Dan Harkins
Bobby Jose
Thomas Maufer
Mike Montemurro
Mike Moreton

Dorothy Stanley - Chair

From: Stuart J.Kerry, Chair IEEE 802.11 Working Group

To:   Bert Wijnen, IETF Area Director, Operations and Management Area

CC:  Mahalingham Mani and Dorothy Gellert, IETF CAPWAP WG Co-Chairs.

Title: Input to IETF CAPWAP Working Group on “Architecture Taxonomy for Control and Provisioning of Wireless Access Points (CAPWAP)”, draft-ietf-capwap-arch-02

Purpose: For Information

Dear Bert,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the “Architecture Taxonomy for CAPWAP” document, draft-ietf-capwap-arch-02, and for continued dialogue on how to work together to best meet the standards needs of the dynamic and evolving WLAN marketplace.

Attached are a number of detailed comments for CAPWAP working group consideration, based on member review of the CAPWAP taxonomy document. 

Overall, the Architecture Taxonomy document provides a useful survey of existing vendor implementations, which 

· Highlights the inherent flexibility of the IEEE 802.11 MAC definition to support a variety of implementation choices across both single and multiple network elements.

· Shows a surprising amount of regularity among vendor choices for partitioning of MAC functionality within the Centralized WLAN implementation alternative. This suggests that there are opportunities for future protocol standardization of the Centralized WLAN implementation alternative. 

· Selects and describes a representative set of IEEE 802.11 Functions, as a basis for comparison of the implementations. Overall, the selected set of functions is accurate. Note that discussion is ongoing within IEEE 802.11 regarding the potential need for additional description of Access Point functionality.

For CAPWAP WG reference, ANSI/IEEE Std 802.11(-1999 (2003 Reaffirmation) edition as amended by IEEE Std 802.11g-2003 and IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J.Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group Chair and Dorothy Stanley, IEEE 802.11/IETF Liaison with any questions, and to discuss further IETF follow-up.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry

Contact information: 

Stuart J Kerry

stuart.kerry@PHILIPS.COM  

+1 408 474 7356

Dorothy Stanley

dstanley@agere.com
+1 630 979 1572

Attachment – Detailed Comments for CAPWAP WG consideration

(Insert table of comments from 04/456)
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