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Abstract

802.11g is expected to be fully approved at the next RevCom meeting on June12.  Thus, on June13 a press release should be issued by the IEEE802.11 Working Group announcing that fact.  This document is draft text for that press release so 802.11 members can have the opportunity to see what is going to be issued ahead of time.

Headline:

High-speed wireless LAN standard approved with full backward compatibility at 2.4GHz

Sub-title:

Standards Board issues final version of IEEE802.11g amendment

June 13, 2003 – Piscataway, New Jersey

The Institue of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Standards Board gave final approval today to the latest amendment to the IEEE 802.11 wireless local area network (WLAN) specification known as 802.11g.  IEEE (“eye-triple-e”) 802.11 (“eight-oh-two-dot-eleven”) is a family of specifications defining how WLAN equipment can be produced so that products from different manufacturers will work together.

IEEE 802.11g is a new enhancement of the base specification providing the high transmission rates of the IEEE 802.11a variant, but also providing backward compatibility to older versions which IEEE 802.11a does not offer (IEEE 802.11a provides other advantages such as a different radio frequency band and a larger number of channels).  This new standard gives the WLAN industry, and ultimately consumers, additional flexibility in choosing the WLAN technology which best fits their needs.

“Many dedicated individuals worked hard to achieve this and they are to be congratulated”, said IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair Stuart J. Kerry.  The IEEE 802.11 Working Group meets six times per year and 394 people have voting status.  “The completion of this amendment now assures users that WLAN equipment will be interoperable”, stated Matthew B. Shoemake, chair of the 802.11g Task Group.

IEEE 802.11g defines WLAN technology which achieves a maximum data transfer rate of 54 Megabits per second (Mbps), versus the maximum of 11Mbps defined in IEEE 802.11b.     However, the older 802.11b units can still communicate with 802.11g units since they operate in the same frequency band and .11g units can fall back to operate in the older 802.11b mode.  

"This  extends even further the use of the most widely-deployed WLAN technology, with millions of units deployed worldwide, into a growing variety of applications including home, consumer, business and public networking," said Kerry.  
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