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Abstract

A letter was submitted to the IEEE 802 Executive Committee (ExCom) and copied to the IEEE 802.11 Chairperson and the IEEE 802.11 Task Group G Chairperson.  The letter is from the Wi-Fi Alliance Board of Directors and was submitted by Dennis Eaton, Chairperson of the Wi-Fi Alliance.  The letter is contained in document IEEE 802.11-03/077r0.

This document contains recommended response text drafted by members of the IEEE 802.11 Task Group G and the Publicity Chairperson for IEEE 802.11.

Summary of the letter

The letter states that the WiFi Alliance wants to “encourage whatever assistance can be provided by the IEEE 802 Executive Committee to allow a timely approval of 802.11g.“

It also expresses a desire for a “predictable schedule” for 802.11g and a “desire for final approval on or before August 2003.”

Proposed response text:

· The officers and members of IEEE802.11 appreciate the efforts of WiFi Alliance to assure interoperability and commercial success of technologies and products based on IEEE 802.11 standard and its amendments.

· We believe we are in the final stages of completing the 802.11g amendment.  Your letter indicates you have a general understanding of the several final steps in the approval process.  However, there is always the possibility that unforeseen delays may cause the schedule to change.

· The leadership of the IEEE 802.11 committee provides their best estimate predictions of the completion dates of the standards and amendments in the form of timelines such as that indicated in the WiFi Alliance letter.

· A recent analysis of the most likely scenario of  a succession of ballots (sponsor ballot, sponsor recirculation ballots, etc.) leading to completion of IEEE 802.11g concludes that final approval will most likely occur in June 2003 with provisional steps extending to September if necessary.  That schedule is available in detail in 802.11 document 802.11-03/073r1.  An excerpt from that document showing the schedule details is included with this letter.

· IEEE 802.11 and especially Task Group G would like to thank the WiFi Alliance for notifying the IEEE 802 Executive Committee of the importance and urgency of expediting completion of this amendment.

These bullets are rendered in letter form on the following page.

January 16, 2003

WiFi Alliance Board of Directors

C/o Dennis Eaton – Chair WiFi Alliance

RE:  IEEE 802.11g Amendment Approval Process

Dear WiFi Alliance Board of Directors:

This letter is in response to your letter dated January 11, 2003.

The officers and members of IEEE 802.11 appreciate the efforts of the WiFi Alliance to assure interoperability and commercial success of technologies and products based on IEEE 802.11 standard and its amendments.

We believe we are in the final stages of completing the 802.11g amendment.  Your letter indicates you have a general understanding of the several final steps in the approval process.  However, there is always the possibility that unforeseen delays may cause the schedule to change.

The leadership of the IEEE 802.11 committee provides their best estimate predictions of the completion dates of the standards in the form of timelines such as that indicated in the WiFi Alliance letter.

A recent analysis of the most likely scenario of  a succession of ballots (sponsor ballot, sponsor recirculation ballots, etc.) leading to completion of IEEE 802.11g concludes that final approval will most likely occur in June 2003 with provisional steps extending to September if necessary.  That schedule is available in detail in 802.11 document 802.11-03/073r1.  An excerpt from that document showing the schedule details is included with this letter.

The IEEE 802.11 and especially Task Group G would like to thank the WiFi Alliance for notifying the IEEE 802 Executive Committee of the importance and urgency of expediting completion of this amendment.

Sincerely,

Stuart J. Kerry

Chair – IEEE 802.11 Working Group

Matthew B. Shoemake

Chair – IEEE 802.11 Task Group G

Cc:  LMSC Executive Committee c/o Paul Nikolich –  IEEE 802 Chair
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