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Proposed rules for a Standing Committee for Radio Regulations

During its meetings during the March 2001 Plenary LMSc \conference, the 802.11 regulatory ad-hoc group discussed the rules and charter for a permanent committee.

The result was a proposal for a cross wireless Regulatory Standing Committee with a fixed meeting schedule, so that the schedule is catered for by all wireless working groups.

The proposed rules and schedule are given below for further discussion and feedback from the membership of 802.11, 802.15 and 802.16.
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3. Regulatory Standing Committee 

3.1 Function

The function of the Regulatory Standing Committee (RSC) is to produce position statements to for the WG on request of the Working Group. These shall be within the scope of the P802 LMSC, the charter of the WG and shall be produced in co-operation with members of the other wireless working groups.

3.2 Chair

RSC Chair shall be appointed by the WG chair and confirmed by a RSC motion that is approved by a minimum 75% majority. The chair is required to confirm that the function of secretary is performed for each RSC meeting. RSC meetings are not allowed to function without a secretary.

3.3 Secretary

The minutes of meetings taken by the Secretary (or designee) are to be provided to the RSC chair in time to be available to the WG chair for publication one week after close of the session.

The minutes of the meeting are to include documents produced by the voting process and document list. [802.11 uses electronic voting that produces document outputs] See Standards Companion for details on content and form of minutes.

3.4 Membership

Members and observers in WG 802.11 and members of the other wireless working groups within LMSC make up the RSC membership. The RSC Chair may choose to establish membership rules for voting if the RSC Chair believes it is necessary to ensure that the business of the RSC moves forward in an orderly basis. In this case the RSC shall follow the same membership requirements and the same voting rules as 802.11 WG. At the formation of a RSC from a SG all SG participants are automatically granted membership of the RSC.

Within WG 802.11 a RSC operates by default without membership rules for voting.

3.3.1 Rights

The rights of the RSC participants include the following:

a. To receive a notice of the next meeting and agenda.

b. To receive a copy of the meeting minutes.

c. To vote at meetings if present and the RSC is operating without membership rules for voting or participant is qualified under the WG voting rules.

d. To examine all working draft documents.

e. To lodge complaints about RSC operation with any member of WG AC.

3.3.2 Meetings and Participation

All RSC meetings are open to members and observers. Attention is however drawn to the registration requirements for all members and observers attending the 802 Plenary where RSC meetings also occur. If the RSC Chair has decided to institute membership rules only RSC members have the right to participate in the discussions. In this case, the RSC chair may grant observers the privilege of participating in discussions.

A RSC will normally meet during the week of the P802 LMRSC plenary. The WG Chair determines, taking into account RSC status, if this plenary week RSC meeting is required. Depending on the workload, interim RSC meetings can be held between the P802 LMRSC plenarys as often as required and agreed to by the RSC membership. A meeting notice and agenda must be distributed to all WG 802.11 members and observers at least 30 days prior to any meeting. This notice will include as a minimum the date, time, location, host, hotel details, travel details if necessary and a stated purpose. RSC meetings that are less than two days in duration or that take place adjunct to and co-located with the Plenary meeting do not count towards 802.11 WG voting rights.

3.4 Operation of the Regulatory Standing Committee

The RSC's primary responsibility is to acertain the requirements of the various TGs relative to the current FCC rules for review and approval by the WG and to determine the best course of action. Democratic procedures are to be implemented using Robert's Rules of Order in combination with WG 802.11 rules. At no time will the IEEE's operating rules, which are based upon ANSI's procedures for openness and fairness, be compromised.

3.4.1 Chair's Function

The Chair of a RSC obtains the charter for each subject from the Working Group. During a fixed scheduled time and provides feedback on active agenda items at the same meeting. The Chair ensures that feedback is given to other wireless groups by delegation.

3.4.2 Voting

There are two type of votes in the RSC; votes on motions and votes in straw polls.

Where a RSC is operating with membership rules for voting (see section 3.3) only the RSC members can make and vote on motions. Where these membership rules are not in force any RSC participant is entitled to make motions, subject only to the provision that they believe that they are qualified to vote on the matter before the RSC.

In all cases, regardless of any membership rules that may or may not be in force, all participants who feels qualified may participate in a straw poll.

The RSC Chair defines motions as either technical or procedural. On a technical motion, a vote is carried by a minimum 75% approval of the sum of those voting "Approve" or "Do Not Approve". On a procedural motion, a vote is carried by a greater than 50% approval of the sum of those voting "Approve" or "Do Not Approve". Any vote can be subjected to ratification at the WG level under WG voting rules (See ref[1] , 5.1.4.2).

The decision to define a motion as technical or procedural rests with the RSC Chair. Generally a technical motion is defined as a motion that will materially affect the content of a draft. This is because a draft itself will ultimately be subject to a 75% majority vote at both WG and LMRSC ballot.

The decision by the RSC to request the WG to submit a document or Liaison letter must be ratified by the RSC as a technical vote.

3.4.3 Standing Committee Chair's Responsibilities

The main responsibility of the RSC Chair is to ensure the requirements for Regulatory compliance are known , and to guide provide timely updates to the WGs’, or revision to an existing document as

defined by the relevant PAR. The responsibilities include:

a. Call meetings and issue a notice and agenda for each meeting at least 30 days prior to the meeting.

b. Appoint Assure that there is a Recording Secretary for each meeting.

c. Issue meeting minutes and important requested documents to members of the RSC, the WG AC, and liaison groups. The meeting minutes are to include:

- list of participants

- next meeting schedule

- agenda as revised at the start of the meeting

- voting record:

resolution

mover and seconder

numeric results

d. Hold officer elections when necessary.

e. Maintain liaison with other organizations at the direction of the WG AC or at the diRSCretion of the RSC Chair

with the approval of the WG AC. All liaison and liaison statements shall be approved by the 802 EC.

f. Work with the IEEE staff to complete the publication process for the draft standard, recommended practice or guideline.

Sufficient detail shall be presented in the meeting minutes to allow a person knowledgeable of the activity, but not present at the diRSCussion, to understand what was agreed to and why. Minutes shall be distributed within 45 days of the meeting to the attendees of the meeting, all RSC participants and all liaison groups. Any RSC who wishes to reference a standard developed or under development by another organization within P802 LMRSC, by another IEEE group or by an external organization, should refer to the requirements of subclause 3.5.3.2 of the 802 Rules ( ref[1] ).

The RSC Chair reports to the WG at the closing plenary of each session that the RSC has meetings. In addition to the slides presented to the WG at the closing plenary, the RSC Chair is responsible for the production of a summary report to be posted to the P802.11 web site no later than one (1) week after the close of the session.

3.4.4 Standing Committee Chair's Authority

To carry out the responsibilities cited in Section 3.4.3, the RSC Chair has authority to:

- Call meetings and issue meeting minutes.

- Decide which issues are technical and which are procedural.

- Establish RSC rules beyond the WG rules. These rules must be written and all RSC members must be aware of them.

- Assign/unassign subtasks and task leaders or executors, e.g. secretary, subgroup Chair, etc.

- Speak for the RSC to the WG.

- Determine if an organization or consortium is dominating the RSC, and, if so, raise the issue to the WG AC.

- Make final determination if and how negative letter ballots are to be resolved when a draft standard,

recommended practice, or guideline, is to be sent to the WG for approval for LMRSC letter ballot or

Standards Board approval under the guidance of the WG Chair.

- Be representative of the RSC during coordination and interaction with IEEE staff.

- Collect fees to meet RSC expenses as required.

3.4.5 Precedence of Operating Rules

If RSC operating rules conflicts with the WG operating rules, then the WG operating rules shall take precedence.

3.5 Deactivation of a Standing Committee

After the objective of the RSC is complete, its charter expires and it is deactivated. The RSC or the 802.11 WG may deactivate a RSC. If the RSC has not completed its work within its allotted period of time, the RSC can be disbanded by a vote of the RSC or the 802.11 WG.

Proposed fixed schedule for RSC meetings

Monday 15:30-17:30

Tuesday 15:30-17:30

Wednesday 13:00 - 15:00 a ”Wireless Technical Plenary" for 11/15/16 (No other wireless meetings that have regulatory impact scheduled)

Thursday 13:00 - 15:00 as a final prep for WG Plenaries.
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