
WHITE PAPER VS IEEE STANDARD 
(LAST UPDATED 4 OCTOBER 2024)

The IEEE publishes 3 types of standards documents which are defined in section 1.2 of 
the IEEE SASB Operations Manual:

❖ Standards: documents with mandatory requirements.
❖ Recommended practices: documents in which procedures and positions 

preferred by the IEEE are presented.
❖ Guides: documents in which alternative approaches to good practice are 

suggested but no clear-cut recommendations are made.

The IEEE SA defines a white paper as a report or guide informing in a concise manner 
about a complex issue and presenting the issuing body's philosophy on the matter. It is 
meant to help readers understand an issue, solve a problem, or make a decision.

❖ A white paper cannot appear to be an IEEE Standard, Recommended Practice 
or Guide

❖ A white paper cannot be commercial in nature and/or represent a sales pitch for 
a product, service, or company.

❖ A white paper shall be 20 pages or less
❖ A white paper shall be associated with standards or standards-related 

technology
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https://standards.ieee.org/about/policies/opman/sect1.html


WHITE PAPER GUIDELINES

● Topic of the white paper(s) must be within the scope of the activities’ 
approved Industry Connections Activity Initiation Document (ICAID).

● Abstract submission to the IEEE SA Industry Connections Committee 
(ICCom) via “IC Abstract Submission form” is required prior to drafting any 
IEEE SA Industry Connections white paper (unless the details of the white 
paper have already been defined and approved within the IC activity’s 
ICAID.)

● White papers may only be submitted by IC activity group officers or a 
designated IC activity member.

● Before submission to the IEEE SA, a review shall be completed by the SA activity 
group where the proposed white paper originated.

● Optionally, the Industry Connections Committee (ICCom) may elect to review 
any white paper submission before publication.

● White papers are made available at no cost.
● Previously published material, as described in the IEEE SA Copyright Policy, 

such as magazine article reprints, shall not be accepted as part of the white 
paper submission.

● IEEE SA reviews the proposed white paper for readability and suggests minor 
editorial improvements if needed.

● The IC activity group is responsible for all future revisions of the white paper.
● IEEE SA reviews the proposed white paper for consistency between topic and 

content.
If the proposed IEEE SA White Paper does not meet these criteria, then it will not be 
published by the IEEE SA as a white paper. If an IEEE SA IC activity is interested in a 
publication other than a white paper, please consult with your assigned IEEE SA IC 
Program Manager (PM). Non-white paper deliverables are subject to sales via IEEE 
Xplore and/or other distribution channels.
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https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/9e84c64cf39140d2b1a6c561f542b3be


IPR AND BORROWED MATERIAL

❖ The copyright for all documents or other copyrightable output of the Activity shall be held by the 
IEEE, in accordance with the IEEE-SA Copyright Policy as specified in Section 7 of the IEEE-SA Standards 
Board Bylaws.

❖ All Activity deliverables shall contain the IEEE-SA approved disclaimer related to patents in ICCom 
Activities. 

▪ Activities should use the latest IC Activity Document Template or IC Activity White Paper Template located at 
https://standards.ieee.org/about/sasb/iccom/resources.html. These templates contain the appropriate front 
matter regarding copyright.

❖ Activities shall receive copyright permission for borrowed material used in Activity work products.

▪ Use the IC Activity Contribution Permission Request and IC Activity Contribution Permission Response templates 
located at https://standards.ieee.org/about/sasb/iccom/resources.html

❖ IC staff will submit the paper to the IEEE Cross Check tool to check for plagiarism 
(https://www.ieee.org/publications/rights/cross-check-main.html). IC staff will provide the system-
generated report to the lead author. 

❖ Activity participants shall observe a rule of confidentiality during discussions of the Activity.  Any 
information reasonably considered, or actually labeled, as being confidential shall be treated as such, 
including information that each representative would treat as confidential based on the principles of their 
associated entity.

❖ IC Activity lead author will be required to submit your f inal draft white paper and acknowledge the IEEE Copyright Consent via the 
following form:: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/90218719f1bc4f2f84b5eb3b146668f2 
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