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IEEE 802 thanks ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 for the opportunity to comment on the proposal by the UK NB (in 6N14713) to change the status in ISO/IEC of various ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 standards and technical reports.
IEEE 802 agrees with the UK NB that many of the standards and technical reports highlighted in 6N14713 are out of date. IEEE 802 recommends that IEEE 802 and ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 work together to address this situation using a variety of mechanisms.
IEEE 802 values the review of proposed standards by ISO/IEC NBs. We propose to enhance the PSDO process by enabling review of revisions of certain IEEE 802 standards by ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 NBs during the IEEE Sponsor Ballot phase, using a process similar to that has already been put in place for the review of IEEE 802.11 standards by SC6 NBs (e.g. 6N14979).
IEEE 802 intends to resume submitting revisions of selected IEEE 802 standards to ISO/IEC for international standardisation, using the PSDO agreement, pending a process refinement to meet the particular needs of IEEE 802 and ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6.
IEEE 802 is proposing to submit a subset of its standards to ISO/IEC for ratification because it values the status and reputation of ISO/IEC. IEEE 802 subscribes to the principles of ISO (e.g. “one standard, one test, accepted everywhere”). In support of these principles, it is essential that ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 agrees that the responsibility to maintain, alter or extend the functionality of IEEE 802 standards ratified by ISO/IEC remains solely with IEEE 802. IEEE 802 is prepared to meet with officers of SC6 as soon as possible to develop the fomal agreement. The agreement should be ready for consideration by SC6 and IEEE 802 by mid 2012.
6N14713 proposes the withdrawal of a variety of documents. IEEE 802 understands the underlying reasons for this proposal. However, given IEEE 802’s proposed plan to restart submission of IEEE 802 standards for ratification by ISO/IEC, we suggest that most of the existing standards and technical reports identified in 6N14713 not be formally withdrawn until new standards are in place and ratified. This approach minimises any difficulties for those countries and organisations that prefer to reference an ISO/IEC document over an IEEE document. It also avoids any difficulties related to the MAC address registry agreements between IEEE, ISO and IEC, which rely on a number of the documents identified in 6N14713.

6N14713 suggests that ISO/IEC 8802-2 and ISO/IEC 8802-5, and their amendments, be withdrawn on the basis that the IEEE has withdrawn the IEEE 802 equivalents. We note that the IEEE 802 Executive Committee agreed to their withdrawal in IEEE partially based on the knowledge that these standards would continue to have a formal “stabilized” status in ISO/IEC, which would allow them to be referenced by the IEEE, ISO/IEC and other organisations when necessary.  We note that the ISO/IEC “stabilized” status is beneficial to stakeholders because the IEEE has no equivalent status that does not require ongoing maintenance. Therefore, IEEE 802 requests that ISO/IEC 8802-2 and ISO/IEC 8802-5, and their amendments, remain in “stablized” state in ISO/IEC. IEEE intends to change all references to IEEE 802.2 and IEEE 802.5 in our documents to reference the ISO/IEC versions. 

IEEE 802 agrees with the proposal in 6N14713 to cancel the project (05.01.01) to update ISO/IEC 8802-1 and further recommends withdrawing the draft. The functions of ISO/IEC 8802-1  will be taken over by PSDO agreement, along with the ratification of the IEEE 802 standards that IEEE 802 intends to submit to ISO/IEC for ratification.
The IEEE 802 recommendations in response to 6N14713 are summarised in the following table.
	Project
	Number
	Year
	Name
	Recommendation

	05.01.00
	8802-1
	2001
	SPECIFIC LANS Overview
	Retain. IEEE 802 will provide text for a replacement when the current 802 O&A revision project is complete.

	05.01.01
	8802-1
	-
	SPECIFIC LANS Cooperative agreement w IEEE 802
	Cancel project. Delete the draft.

	05.02.00
	8802-2
	1998
	SPECIFIC LANS Logical Link Control 90.93
	Retain in stabilized state

	05.03.00
	8802-3
	2000
	SPECIFIC LANS CSMA/CD Edn 6
	Retain. Will be superseded as soon the next revision of IEEE 802.3 is ratified by ISO/IEC.

	05.05.00
	8802-5
	1998
	SPECIFIC LANS Token Ring. Edn.3
	Retain in stabilized state

	05.11.00
	8802-11
	2005
	LANS. Wireless MAC/PHY specifications Edn 2
	Retain. Will be superseded as soon the next revision of IEEE 802.11 is ratified by ISO/IEC

	05.21.01 
	11802-1
	2005
	LAN GUIDELINES LLC Addresses
	Retain. IEEE 802 will provide a replacement at a future date

	05.22.01
	11802-2
	2005
	LAN GUIDELINES Standard group MAC addresses
	Retain. IEEE 802 will provide a replacement at a future date

	05.25.00
	11802-5
	1997
	Media Access Control (MAC) Bridging of Ethernet v2.0 in Local Area Networks
	Retain in stabilized state.

	05.31.00
	15802-1
	1995
	COMMON LANS MAC service
	Retain. IEEE 802 will provide a replacement based upon 802.1AC at a future date

	05.33.00
	15802-3
	1998
	COMMON LANS MAC bridges
	Retain. IEEE 802 will provide a replacement at a future date based upon either 802.1D-2005 or 802.1Q-2011


IEEE 802 reaffirms its commitment to updating the ISO/IEC 8802 series of standard, pending the development of a refined process for the submittal of standards under the PSDO agreement.  IEEE 802 is prepared to meet with the officers of ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 6 to collaborate on such an agreement to the mutual benefit of both organizations.
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